
Dear Cerritos Families,  

In our ongoing effort to provide another tier of instruction for the varied needs of our students, 
we are excited to announce a new opportunity at Cerritos for our students who demonstrate 
high ability, motivation, and performance by offering Acceleration in Math. In conjunction with 
the Kyrene School District’s advanced math opportunity for 4th and 5th grade students, Cerritos 
will also have designated Kindergarten through 3rd grade teachers providing math instruction at 
the next grade level. As a first year process, we recognize that there may be gaps of skills in the 
transition. Teachers will be developing plans that will include current grade-level skills as well as 
next grade level content.  

Students who are identified quantitatively gifted will automatically be placed in these math groups.  
We define this as 97% in quantitative test OR 97% in verbal or non-verbal and at least an 85% in 

quantitative. Our goal is to provide instruction to students who demonstrate a need for 
differentiation beyond that of the normal grade level curriculum. 

The goals of this opportunity include: 

 engagement in advanced process skills such as high-level thinking, and math problem-
solving 

 development of competence in a variety of calculation strategies  
 exploration and connections of science/technology to foster Makerspace curiosity 
 demonstration of competence in real-word, authentic math practices 

In all grade levels, students will have a home-base classroom teacher and rotate to the math 
class.  

Research has shown that students are highly motivated when placed in a challenging 
environment and display consistent success. Most likely, once students qualify for acceleration, 
they will remain in the program throughout their educational career. If a teacher is concerned 
about an individual’s participation, or if there is a concern about the pressure of a faster paced 
learning environment, it is recommended that the classroom teacher discuss any 
concerns/issues with the student and parents. It may be appropriate to reassess his/her 
participation if he/she cannot keep up with classroom work.  

The Kyrene School District will be launching advanced mathematics instruction for grades 4 

and 5. This approach will provide access to advanced mathematics for more students, will 

allow more time for math instruction, and will provide a more complete course of study 

without skipping standards.  Students successful in advanced mathematics courses at the 

elementary level will articulate to advanced courses in middle school, including high school 

credit courses.  The table below provides examples of mathematics courses of study.  

 



 

Student placement will be determined at each school for students entering 4th and 5th 

grades.  Criteria for placement in advanced mathematics will include a combination of 

interim assessment data, proficiency on standards-based report card indicators, AzMERIT, 

classroom data, and teacher recommendation.  

At this time, no actions need to be taken. Placement in the acceleration class, with the 
exception of kindergarten, will be determined in the first week of school. Parents will be 
notified via email.  

Sincerely,  

Darcy DiCosmo 

 

 

 


